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THE MOVEMENT TOWARD THE GRADED SUNDAY SCHOOL. 



By Rev. John L. Keedy, 
Walpole, Mass. 



The movement toward the graded Sunday school proceeds from five 
directions: 

I. PUBLISHED TEXT-BOOKS. 

First in order of importance come the courses of the Bible Study Union, 
edited by Rev. Erastus Blakeslee. The publication of these courses 
marked an epoch in Sunday-school development, and their popularity 
from the first showed how sensitive the editor was to the demands of our 
progressive schools. He dared to go forward when the wisdom of others 
was to wait ; to him hundreds of men have turned in their confusion, and he 
has led them out toward the light. 

The Young Churchman Co., Milwaukee, publishes a series of a dozen 
or more graded courses which are coming into general use in Episcopal 
schools and are being adopted in many others. These are prepared by 
the Sunday School Commission of the Diocese of New York, of which 
Rev. Pascal Harrower is chairman. The method used in their prepara- 
tion is the " source method.' ' Fifty thousand copies were sold last year. 

The American Institute of Sacred Literature, Chicago, has a number 
of courses; The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, has four courses, 
with others to follow; Christian Nurture, New Haven, Conn., has four 
courses; The Rainbow Publishing Co., Manchester, N. H., has six courses; 
" Bible Studies," Elyria, O., has three or four courses; The International 
Committee of the Young Men's Christian Association has three courses; 
Underwood & Underwood, New York, have an illustrated course on the 
life of Christ; and Revell, The Pilgrim Press, and the Methodist Book 
Concern have each a number of graded courses. 

II. SCHOOLS WITH A GRADED CURRICULUM. 

One of the best known of the graded schools is the Hyde Park Baptist 
School, of Chicago. This school is fortunate in having at its head a number 
of university professors who are experts in educational methods. In this 
school the principles of psychology and pedagogy are as carefully applied 
as in any school in the country. The curriculum is as follows : First and 
second grades — " Bible Lessons for Beginners," by Mrs. Haven (Revell). 
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Third grade — "Old Testament Stories," by Miss Beard (Winona Publish- 
ing Co.). Fourth grade — "Biblical Introduction for Teachers of Young 
Children," by Miss Chamberlin (The University of Chicago Press). Fifth 
grade — "Life of Christ," Bible Study Union series (Boston). Sixth grade 
— "Old Testament Heroes," Bible Study Union series. Seventh grade — 
"New Testament Heroes," Bible Study Union series. Eighth grade — 
"Constructive Studies in the Gospel of Mark," by President Harper and 
Professor Burton. Ninth grade — course in the Bible Study Union series. 
Tenth grade — course in the Bible Study Union series. Eleventh grade — 
"Constructive Studies in the Life of Christ," by Professors Burton and 
Mathews (The University of Chicago Press). Twelfth grade — "The Life 
of Paul," by Professor Burton (The American Institute of Sacred Litera- 
ture). 

A prominent feature of the school of the First Congregational Church, 
Oakland, Calif., is the emphasis it puts upon memory work until the age 
of thirteen. Questions in booklet form prepared by the Penn State Sunday 
School Association, hymns, the Apostles' Creed, the titles of the books of 
the Bible, and a great variety of Scripture passages, are committed to memory. 
The following is the course of study: Ages 6-8 — "Bible Stories." Ages 
9-13 — a three-year course on "Bible Men and Women." Age 14 — "Life 
of Jesus;" question slips prepared by the teacher, following the "Life of 
Christ" by Rev. O. C. S. Wallace, are distributed to the class for answer 
the following Sunday. Age 15 — "Old Testament Heroes;" no text-book 
used by pupils; teachers have selected books from which they prepare 
questions. Age 16 — "New Testament Heroes;" method same as in pre- 
ceding grade. Age 17 — "The Work and Teachings of Christ;" pupils use 
Life of Christ by S. Earl Taylor, and Gilbert's Life of Christ. Age 18 — 
"Story of the Early Church;" latest text-books. Age 19 — elective courses; 
method largely written work. 

In New York city among the Presbyterians is a group of men doing an 
interesting work. Professor F. M. McMurry, of the Teachers College; 
Dr. R. M. Hodge, of Union Theological Seminary; Professor W T . W. White, 
of the Bible Teachers' Training School; Rev. F. M. Nason, of the North 
Avenue Church, New Rochelle; and Rev. M. S. Littlefield, of the First 
Union Presbyterian Church, have outlined a graded curriculum which is 
in use in four schools. The general character of the curriculum is his- 
torical, the aim being in each department to accomplish a definite moral 
and spiritual result. This aim determines the selection of the material. 
The committee is at work preparing text-books. Their curriculum is as 
follows: Ages 7-8 — "Stories from the Old and New Testaments." Age 



MOVEMENT TOWARD GRADED SUNDAY SCHOOLS 39 

9 — "Old Testament Characters." Age 10 — "Stories of the Life of Jesus." 
Age 11 — "Old Testament History, with Geography, Moses to Samuel." 
Age 12 — "Old Testament History, David to Isaiah." Age 13 — "Old 
Testament History, Jeremiah to Christ." Age 14 — "The Life of Christ." 
Age 15 — "Apostolic History." Age 16 — "The Teachings of Jesus." Age 
17, and upward — elective courses. A course of supplemental memory 
work runs through the first seven grades. A course of missionary stories 
is given in fifth to eighth grades, and a course of Bible readings in eighth 
to tenth grades. The Bible Study Union lessons are now largely used, 
awaiting the text-books of the committee. 

The school of the New England Congregational Church, Chicago, has 
a graded scheme. The point of interest here is not only in the material, 
but in the method, which makes large demands on the teacher; books on 
each subject are placed in the teacher's hands, and he must work out his 
own material. Each course appeals to some dominant instinct or interest, 
and seeks to accomplish a definite result. Grades correspond as nearly as 
possible with those in the public schools. The courses and methods are 
as follows: Ages 6-8 — "Topical Stories from Old Testament and New 
Testament;" aim to develop idea of God as loving Father; book used, 
Bible Lessons for Little Beginners. Ages 9-12 — "Stories of the Jewish 
People," a three-year course; aim to show that it is best to obey God; 
method, teacher tells the story, pupils separate about tables and do written 
work. Ages 13-16 — "The Story of Great Lives," a four-year course; aim 
to live with them through their experiences and see how they became great ; 
first year, "Great Lives of the Old Testament;" second year, "The Perfect 
Life: His Teachings;" third year, "The Perfect Life: His Example;" 
fourth year, "The Apostles and Missionaries." Ages 17-20 — the study 
of principles; two years, principles of Old Testament religion; two years, 
principles of New Testament religion. 

A somewhat different method is employed in the graded Bible school 
of the First Congregational Church at Grinnell, la. Here text-books are 
placed in the hands of the pupils, and the attempt is made to secure on the 
Sunday-school lessons the same careful preparation secured by the 
public schools. The graded curriculum is made up of such manuals as 
are now obtainable. The books are bought by the school, loaned to the 
pupils, and returned, as in the day schools, when they pass on to the next 
grade. In changing to the graded scheme each teacher was left free to 
retain the International Lessons. Out of fifty- five teachers, all but two 
have chosen the new courses. The following is the curriculum: Ages 
6-8— "Bible Lessons for Little Beginners." Age 9— "The Child's 
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Monthly," Bible Study Union series. Age 10 — "The Patriarchs," by W. 
J. Mutch. Age ii — "The Life of Christ," by Burnham. Age 12 — 
"New Testament Heroes," Bible Study Union series. Age 13 — "Great 
Men of Israel," Bible Study Union series. Age 14 — "The Life of Christ," 
by Hazard and Kilbon. Age 1 5—" Christian Teachings" and "Bible 
History," by Mutch. Age 16— " Old Testament History," Bible Study 
Union series. Age 17 — "Gospel History," Bible Study Union series. 
Age 18 — "History of the Apostles," Bible Study Union series. 

Another interesting experiment is found in the Bible school of the First 
Congregational Church of Elyria, O. The lesson material used by this 
school is prepared and published by Mrs. F. N. Smith and Mrs. Cadmus, 
two teachers in the school. The method requires the constant use of the 
Bible, and makes provision for written work. Pupils are marked each 
Sunday on recitation, written work, deportment, and for bringing their 
Bibles. Written tests are conducted quarterly on week-day afternoon or 
evening. Teachers advance with classes through departments only. 
The course of study is as follows: Ages 8-10 — "Stories of the Bible, Com- 
mandments, Beatitudes, etc." Ages 10-13 — three-year course on "Old 
Testament History, with Old Testament and Missionary Geography." 
Ages 14-16 — three-year course on "Old Testament and New Testament 
Biography, Supplemented with Missionary Biography." Ages 17-20 — 
three-year course on "Doctrinal and Practical Truths." According to this 
scheme, the Bible is covered every three years: the first time in stories; the 
second time, historically; the third time, biographically ; and the fourth 
time, topically. 

Two schools at Manchester, N. H., are using a series of text-books pre- 
pared by Rev. Thomas Chalmers and Rev. J. B. Lemon (published by the 
Rainbow Publishing Co.). The principle embodied in these courses is 
that the natural interest of the child at a given age must determine the 
lesson material. This is worked out, more or less perfectly, in the following 
courses: Age 8 — "Miracles of the Bible." Age 9 — "Stories of the Bible." 
Age 10 — "Parables of the Bible." Age 11 — "Places of Interest in the 
Bible." Age 12 — "Men and Women of the Bible." Age 13 — "Great 
Eras and Events." Age 14 — "Messages of the Books." The method 
requires home study, and compels free use of the Bible. No text-book is 
placed in the pupil's hand, but a printed slip for the next lesson is given 
each Sunday. This, with the pupil's written work, is filed in his portfolio. 

Another graded school in Chicago is that of the Leavitt Street Congre- 
gational Church. As in many other cases, the courses in use here are pre- 
pared by the superintendent or teachers in the school. Three or four such 
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courses are now in use, with others to follow. Lessons are in the form of 
outlines, mimeograph copies with blank spaces for answers being furnished 
the pupils each Sunday. These sheets are filed in portfolios and illustrated 
with maps and pictures. Little or no home work is attempted, but the lesson 
hour extends over forty-five minutes. The effort of the school is to train 
its teachers so that they will be able to teach their subjects independently. 
Class equipment consists of Bibles, Bible dictionary, scissors, paste, etc. 
Pupils use desks or lap-boards. The graded curriculum centers around 
four home-made courses, and is as follows: Ages 8-10 — "Old Testament 
Stories; " teachers use Moulton's Old Testament Stories, and Beard's 
Manual for Teachers. Age 11 — "Old Testament Heroes;" outline lessons 
prepared by H. W. Gates, the superintendent. Age 12 — "The Life of 
Jesus;" outline lessons by H. W Gates. Age 13 — "History of the Early 
Church" and "The Life of Paul;" outline lessons prepared by Professor 
E. T. Harper. Age 14 — "Spread of the Church" and "Missionary 
Heroes;" in preparation, using Via Christi as a basis. Age 15 — "Prin- 
ciples of the Christian Life; " decision-period class taught by the pastor from 
outlines prepared by him. Ages 16-17 — "Old Testament History," Bible 
Study Union series. Age 18 — "The Teachings of Jesus;" text-book, 
Speer's Principles of Jesus. From this point on classes elect their courses. 
The Bible school of the Tabernacle Congregational Church, Chicago, 
Professor E. T. Harper, superintendent, is gradually introducing a graded 
curriculum, the teacher-made courses replacing the International Lessons. 
Its general scheme and method are similar to those of the Leavitt Street 
school. This school has a very efficient corps of trained teachers, and its 
use of the Chicago Commons building gives it separate rooms for classes. 
These rooms are furnished with tables around which the pupils are grouped. 
Much individual work is done with notebooks. The superintendent of 
the girls' clubs in Chicago Commons has charge of the third and fourth 
grades, and is taking them through a course in "Old Testament Stories" 
prepared by herself. The fifth, sixth, and seventh grades are taking courses 
in the New Testament. At the decision period a course on "Steps in the 
Christian Life," prepared by the superintendent, is used. In the upper 
grades are courses on "Old Testament Prophets," "Christian Beliefs," and 
"Christian Duties." 

III. PARTLY GRADED SCHOOLS. 

Many schools are working gradually toward graded curricula. Among 
these is the Union Park Congregational School, Chicago, Professor R. A. 
Jernberg superintendent. A course for the fifth grade on "Old Testament 
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Characters," and one for the sixth grade on "The Life of Christ," both 
prepared by the superintendent of those grades; and a two-year course on 
the "History of the Church" and "Christian Missions," for ages 12-14, 
prepared by the superintendent of the school, are in successful use. The 
International Lessons are used in the other grades, though in some of them 
the quarterlies are discarded, and slips with questions to be answered and 
returned are used. 

In the school of the First Congregational Church, Oak Park, 111., some 
graded work in the lower grades, under the direction of Miss Frederica 
Beard, has been done. The second, third, and fourth grades are studying 
"Old Testament Stories," with Moulton's Old Testament Stories in the 
hands of the children. Miss Beard is now giving the fifth grade a year's 
course entitled "The Wonder Stories in the Life of Christ." When this 
class reaches the sixth grade, another course will be ready for it, and so on 
from year to year. This presents an admirable way of introducing a 
graded course of lessons. 

Rev. Frederick Lynch, until recently pastor of the Congregational 
Church at Lenox, Mass., has taken classes through a number of self-made 
courses, and has prepared additional ones for the use of other teachers in 
his school. His scheme of courses is as follows: A course on "The Great 
Men of Israel," followed by one on "The Life of Christ." Then two 
other courses — one on "Church History," the other on "The Great Leaders 
of the Ages." For children 13-14 years of age a course on "Christian 
Ethics" is given. Teaching is by a syllabus, the Bible references being 
looked up in the class and the outline memorized during the week. In 
the senior grades Mr. Lynch has had two courses — one on "The Teachings 
of Jesus," the other on "The Wise Men of Ancient Israel." 

Rev. William B. Forbush, pastor of the Winthrop Congregational 
Church, Boston, Mass., for a number of years has had a class of boys of 
the intermediate age. During the past months he has taken them through 
a course of lessons on "The Life of Christ." He has followed in the 
main the events of the International Lessons for the present year, origi- 
nality lying in his method. The point of interest is in photographs of 
present-day Palestine, which are used with a stereoscope. From these 
pictures questions are asked suggestively until the facts of the lesson, and 
the knightly qualities of the persons, are brought out. The scheme of tak- 
ing an imaginary journey and of writing chapters in a biography is made 
use of to stimulate interest. The written work of the pupils is preserved 
by each in his portfolio, with illustrations. 

Rev. William J. Mutch, pastor of the Howard Avenue Congregational 
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Church, New Haven, Conn., has prepared a number of graded courses 
and introduced them in his school: "The Patriarchs," "Men of the Bible," 
"Christian Teachings," "History of the Bible." These courses are pub- 
lished and are in use in quite a number of other schools. Additional courses 
are being prepared. 

The writer of this article last year introduced into his school a course 
on "Old Testament Heroes," for boys 12-16 years of age, the aim being 
to glorify the physical and moral qualities of certain Old Testament char- 
acters. This year under his direction the members of his class, ages 16-18, 
are each writing a biography of "The Life of Christ," a chapter being 
written each week from an outline which was worked over in class the 
Sunday before. 

IV. GRADED SUPPLEMENTAL LESSONS. 

First to be noted here is the Kumler Memorial School of the East 
Liberty Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg. This school has an unequaled 
equipment. The pastor and superintendent have worked out their own 
course of supplemental lessons, which they use along with the International. 
They report the scheme as working well. In the lower grades the sup- 
plemental lesson is largely memory work consisting of Scripture passages, 
hymns, catechism, etc. In the junior grades are two courses, "Old Tes- 
tament Heroes" and "New Testament Heroes," with the Apostles' Creed, 
catechism, etc. In the intermediate grades there are: "The Life of 
Christ," by Hitchcock; "Studies about the Bible," by Hitchcock; and 
"Bible Geography," by Hitchcock. In senior grades there are: "Bible 
History," "History of the English Bible," "History of the Christian 
Church," "History of the Presbyterian Church," "History of Missions," 
and "History of Presbyterian Missions." 

The school of the Light Street Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, is 
graded on the supplemental plan in connection with the International and 
Bible Study Union Lessons. The supplemental lessons for the junior 
grades consist of the memorizing of Scripture passages and catechism; 
in the intermediate grades, the catechism; in the senior grades, essays of 
four hundred words on subjects suggested by the committee. This sup- 
plemental work, carried out in connection with a system of examinations 
on both supplemental and other lessons, makes this school one of the best 
in its section. 

In the school of the First Congrgational Church, Pittsfield, Mass., 
Charles W. Power superintendent, the course in memory work for the 
junior grades, which had been used as supplemental to the Bible Study 
Union Lessons, has been greatly enlarged, advanced to first place, and 
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assigned for home study. The historical lesson is made secondary, and is 
given by the superintendent of the grade orally. It will be interesting to see 
how this experiment results. 

These three schools are only illustrations of hundreds of others which are 
using similar supplemental lessons. The most popular courses of supple- 
mental lessons are those prepared by the Presbyterian General Assembly, 
the Penn State Sunday School Association, the Michigan State Associa- 
tion of Congregational Churches, and the Nova Scotia Sunday School 
Association. The tendency in schools having the two sets of lessons is 
for the graded lessons to supersede the ungraded. Few persons believe 
it to be an ideal arrangement, but it is surely preparing the way for some- 
thing better. 

V. THE WORK OF AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 

First in order of importance is the work of the Sunday School Com- 
mission of the Diocese of New York. This commission has been at work 
for several years. It has laid hold of the problem of creating new Sunday- 
school ideals, and of permeating Episcopal schools with a new spirit. 
Believing that the problem of competent teachers is the crucial problem, 
this commission has laid particular stress upon the training of teachers. 
It has provided for the schools of its own diocese nine university-extension 
courses on " Teacher Training," securing the assistance of such men as 
Bishop Potter, Professor Hervey, and President Nicholas Murray Butler. 
It has outlined "Normal Reading Courses," and has conducted correspond- 
ence classes. It has prepared and published a series of graded lessons 
for Sunday-school classes, based on thorough educational and practical 
principles. It has published three books for teachers: Principles of Reli- 
gious Education, which is a series of lectures delivered under its auspices; 
The Sunday School Outlook, which is a report of the Crypt Conference; 
and a book on religious pedagogy, entitled Sunday School Teaching. The 
work of this commission is a serious effort to bring Sunday-school work 
to efficiency, and is commended to other official bodies. 

Next may be mentioned the work of the Sunday School Committee of 
the Illinois Congregational State Association. For the past three years 
this committee has prepared and distributed reports of what had been 
done by the progressive Sunday schools of the state, with excellent sug- 
gestions on methods, courses of study, text-books already on the market, 
and books on teacher-training. 1 These reports are very stimulating. 
The example of this state association is commended to other associations. 

1 They may be obtained by addressing the Congregational Sunday Scnool and 
Publishing Society, Chicago. 
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An elaborately graded course of instruction for Sunday school and 
family has been prepared and adopted by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church. In the manual containing this graded course the 
committee has gathered together a wealth of suggestion and information. 

The Penn State Sunday School Association has published a manual 
containing many suggestions about a graded school, with an excellent 
course of second lessons covering fourteen years. The material of these 
second lessons is in catechetical form, six or seven questions being assigned 
for each lesson. There is a wide range of subjects, with an admirable 
selection of topics. Many schools are using this material, in whole or in 
part. 

The Michigan State Association of Congregational Churches has had 
a committee on the graded Sunday school for a number of years. This 
committee published and circulated a few years ago an admirable course 
of graded supplemental lessons, with a list of books on teacher- training. 
The book containing these courses has run through three editions. Work- 
ing with a similar committee from Wisconsin, this committee has outlined 
a course of graded study and has urged the Congregational Sunday School 
and Publishing Society to publish a series of text-books for graded courses 
of study. 

The Twin Lakes Baptist Assembly, of California, last July adopted 
a course of graded study and recommended it to the schools of the state. 
It has already been adopted by a few schools. It uses largely the lesson 
material aire dy on the market, but makes some exactions of the teacher. 
The course requires that large portions of the Bible be read by the pupils. 
In many respects it is an admirable scheme, although from a pedagogical 
point of view not faultless. It suggests a course of reading for teachers. 

The National Council of Congregational Churches at its last meeting 
in Portland voted to request the Sunday School and Publishing Society to 
prepare and publish courses of graded study, and appointed a committee 
to co-operate. Apparently the demand for graded lessons is not now 
sufficiently large to warrant any publishing house in making the neces- 
sary expenditure. As the numerous courses privately published become 
better known, and our teachers learn how to make their own courses, the 
demand upon our publishing houses will grow less. 

For myself, I do not believe that any curriculum, however well graded, 
or any courses of study, however well prepared, by any group of men with 
a scholarly knowledge of the Bible and with a theoretical knowledge of our 
Sunday schools, will meet the needs as well as those which are the outgrowth 
of experiment and experience. While I am sure a graded course well 
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chosen and well wrought out would meet a real need and be a great gain, yet 
I am quite as certain that nothing can so surely solve the problem as an 
interested and competent teacher who works out his own course and 
communicates his own interested and eager spirit to his pupils. If the 
present feeling of inadequacy and reaction against existing conditions 
leads teachers to work out something for themselves, shall we not by that 
very labor come to have an enthusiasm in it and a love for it which are 
unique emotions in most of our Sunday-school work? If by all of our 
addresses and discussions and committees and inquiries we disseminate 
knowledge about material and method, and impart the spirit of eagerness 
to superintendents and teachers, we have furnished that which the Sunday- 
school situation most needs. 
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